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CHAPTER ONE
IN WHICH A PROBLEM ARISES

In chapter one, I will discuss a problem that I find very important. It is so important that I am going to write an entire dissertation about it, which makes it very important indeed, as my career, for a few years after I finish my work, will hinge upon this problem and the way in which I write about it. This problem will take up most of my life during this time and I will grow very, very dull if I do not consciously work at cultivating other interests, but this is a digression. 

The Problem
This problem is one that plagues a great deal of work in my field and so it is very useful to be able to discuss this problem. In fact, the paucity of such discussions is highly problematic. My dissertation will address this scarcity. It will provide scholars with a vocabulary with which to speak meaningfully about this lack and about the problems this lack presents. It will also provide ways to address the problem itself. 


I will write about this problem and about the conversation that does (not) surround it in a very elevated tone of voice. I will do this in an effort to convince people that I am highly intelligent and that I am terribly clever for having identified it. I hope that someone will be so impressed that they give me a job one day. 

The problem I have identified concerns issue of voice, style and structure. That is, to say: I have found that many of the authors I encounter consistently make stylistic choices that undermine their own work. This seems as though it should be considered a problem, I find that it is rarely even considered. I shall discuss the problems that arise as a result of poor stylistic choices. Now I will write a bit of filler text to take up space so that it looks as though I have a great deal to say even though I do not. I may even insert an error too see if anyone is paying attention, although I think it is highly unlikely. 

I am well aware that the fact that I have called this issue a problem is an interpretive choice that might be considered rather questionable. Might it not be the case that I am calling this a “problem” simply so that I might have some project with which to take up my time so that I can feel useful and productive? Does a project have to be externally legitimated for it to be a real project? If a project is not so legitimated, can it still be useful in authenticating my existence (and so become a real project in that way)? These are not questions that I will discuss in this project, but the reader is advised to keep them in mind as they are important and touch all of our projects; the author will certainly be mindful of this problem of problems. 

Addressing Problems
It takes a great deal of effort to write so much filler: not many words are needed to convey the message that one has very little to say. I shall, however, soldier on, hoping to stumble across something quite brilliant—or, at the very least, useful—by continuing to write. I needn’t be a genius. I need only to be a very diligent worker (I could have said a “hard worker” but diligent takes up more space). Mainly, my goal is to make it to page three so that I can demonstrate consistency in the formatting of this “chapter.” A fun fact is that in older formatting guidelines, we used to require page numbers to display in different places for each first page of chapters. Can you imagine the difficulty in that? Take a moment to ponder, or (as you may prefer) pour one out for the poor graduate students of yore who had to figure that out. It also made the format check assistant’s job very difficult so pour one out for them as well.  

I have landed on page three. You may observe that pages have a perfect one-inch top margin; and that the page numbers are in the same font and same size as the text. On the first page, you will note that the top margin is set to two inches and that the bottom page number is precisely one inch from the bottom edge. Even though that first page has a two inch margin, the page number remains constant at 1.” The first line of every paragraph is indented and there is no extra space between paragraphs. Moreover, the subheadings meet Turabian standards and do not have any extra space before or after the subheading. 
